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A. Description of overall philosophy (200 word limit): Fannie C. Williams Charter School is committed 
to providing an outstanding educational experience based on the unique needs of each student 
according to the Individuals with Disabilities Act and the Louisiana Department of Education: Bulletin 
1508 and 1706.  The FCWCS  Special Education Department will provide a continuum of services from 
the least restrictive environment to a more restrictive environment.

Inclusion based Setting- Special Education teachers work with students primarily in the classroom 
and provide pull out services for small group/ individualized instruction when necessary according to 
the special education minutes stated on each student’s individualized education plan.

Self-contained setting-This setting is for students with disabilities who require instruction from a 
Special Education teacher in a more restrictive environment.  This setting focuses on a life skills 
curriculum and provides students with the instruction they need to be as independent as possible 
upon leaving our school and transitioning to a high school setting.
The FCWCS Special Education Department’s purpose is to ensure that our special needs students 
receive and follow the 4 P’s: Prompt- services and instruction rendered appropriately and on time, 
Polite-students’ are provided with the appropriate social and behavioral skills, Productive- Work hard 
to meet all goals set forth on their individual IEP, and Prepared-upon exiting 8th grade,  the student 
will be ready to successfully transition to a high school setting.

B. Name and contact information for special education coordinator (school and, if applicable,
network)

School Leader of Special Education Programming; 
Contact Information 

Latori Williams-Blair, Special Education Coordinator 
Latori.Williams-Blair@fcwcs.org 

CMO Leader of Special Education Programming; 
Contact Information (if different) 

Kelly Batiste, Principal 
kelly.batiste@fcwcs.org 

C. Data Snapshots

2022-2023 enrollment rate of students 
with disabilities served by the school 13.8% 

2022-2023 in school and out of school 
suspension rate of students with disabilities 
served by the school 

0.04% 

2022-2023 number of students with disabilities 
who are removed for disciplinary reasons for 
more than 10 school days in one academic year 

0 

D. Description of how pupil appraisal, special education, and related services are provided by the school

Appraisal/Evaluation 

mailto:kara.gardner@fcwcs.org
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Main point of contact if a 
parent would like to 
request an evaluation 

Response to Intervention Chairperson 

Response to Intervention 
Overview 

Examples of universal screeners: DIBELS (K-8th Grade), IReady (Reading and 
Math), Fountas & Pinnell, IXL (Reading and Math), Quick Phonics Screener 
(QPS) Examples of reading interventions: IXL Reading, Reading A to Z, Vizzle, 
and Read Naturally Examples of math interventions: iReady Math, IXL Math 
(Computer based program), Mountain Math, and Vizzle Examples of behavior 
interventions: Class Dojo (school wide), School wide Positive Behavior 
Support System, Behavior Intervention Plans, Check In/Check Out System, 
Counseling/Social Work services, group/individual counseling, Contracts 

School Building Level 
Committee (SBLC) 

Members of the SBLC team: Pupil Appraisal Representative, Principal (or 
designee), Reading Interventionist, Speech and Language Pathologist, Parent, 
Student’s teacher, School Nurse or Social Worker (when applicable)  
Example engagements with parents: Parents are invited to attend an SBLC 
meeting to discuss their child’s academic, behavioral or health difficulties and the 
effectiveness (or lack of) current services and supports in meeting the student’s 
instructional needs.  
Example decisions SBLC team can make: After careful review of all data, the SBLC 
team could recommend the following: 

 No further action needed

 Implementation of additional interventions, referral to an outside
agency, recommendation of classroom strategies, and recommendation
of individual/group or home interventions

 Referral of student to Section 504 committee to determine if eligible for
504 services and an Individual Accommodation Plan

 Referral to pupil appraisal staff for other support services

 Referral to pupil appraisal staff for in individual evaluation (special
education evaluation)

Appraisal Team Members of appraisal team: 



 Educational Diagnostician

 Certified School Psychologist

 Speech/Language Pathologist

 Qualified School Social Worker

 Occupational Therapist

 Physical Therapist

 School Nurse

 Adapted Physical Education Teacher
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Parents participate in the evaluation process by being a member of the 
evaluation team and providing information to the education diagnostician 
through an interview.   
Example decisions appraisal team can make: The Pupil Appraisal Team provides 
screening services and diagnostic evaluation for qualifying students.  The team 
works with parents, teachers and other school personnel to develop and 
implement educational interventions based on the needs of the student and 
results of diagnostic testing.   

Instructional and Related Services Provision and Staffing 

Specialized Instruction # Special Education Teachers: 6 
# Paraprofessionals: 4 
# Academic Interventionists: 2 

Speech/language One full time Speech Therapist on staff 

Audiology/Visual 
Impairment 

Currently there are no students enrolled in our school who require audiology or 
visual services.  However, should a student enroll; FCWCS contracts with the 
SUNBEAMCenter who has an audiologist on staff to provide services. 

Counseling (mental 
health and other 
therapies) 

FCWCS has partnerships with several mental health agencies that offer 
services  in school and home: Enhanced Destiny Services, Acceptable Health, 
and Lighthouse Mental Health services 

Occupational therapy FCWCS contracts Occupational therapy services for qualifying students 
from Health-Pro Heritage.

Physical therapy FCWCS contracts Physical therapy services for qualifying students from Health-
Pro Heritage. 

Health/Nursing services FCWCS has a Nurse on staff and provides health and nursing services to qualifying 
students.  

Orientation and mobility 
services and accessibility 
(including interpreting 
services) 

Accessibility accommodations are available to students. FCWCS is equipped 
and accessible to individuals with disabilities (ex: elevator, ramps, bathrooms, 
Stryker Evacuation chair, etc.)  Currently our school does not require 
Interpreting or Visual Services. However, should a student enroll, we will 
provide services through an external provider. 

Adaptive physical 
education 

FCWCS contracts Adaptive Physical Education services from A. Jordan Adapted P.E. 

Specialized 
Transportation 

Methods of transportation: FCWCS provides special transportation 
services (wheel chair accessibility, curb to curb, and door to door) to 
qualifying students.   
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Assistive Technology FCWCS contracts with the SUNBEAM center to provide Assistive Technology 
screenings when necessary for qualifying students.  Examples of supports: 
Communication devices, special seating equipment, therapeutic equipment, ETC.

E. Description of how the school plans to provide the continuum of special education placements for
students whose IEP placement is outside of the regular education setting

School-based Supports (in-school) 

Description of Supports 
within Inclusion 

Description of Supports 
within Resource 

Description of Supports 
within Self-Contained 

PK – 8 Special Education teachers 
work with students primarily 
in the classroom and provide 
instruction with 
accommodations, 
modifications and 
differentiated instruction 
when necessary and 
according to each student’s 
individualized education 
plan.  Students in Pre-K use 
the OWLS (Opening the 
World of Learning Literacy 
Curriculum).  K-8th grade 
students are presented with 
instruction through the Wit 
and Wisdom Curriculum for 
English Language Arts. 
Special education teachers 
provide students access to 
the general education 
curriculum by scaffolding to 
their independent and 
instructional levels, when 
needed.  Students in K-8th 
grade will receive 
mathematics instruction 
through the use of the 
Eureka curriculum.    

Special Education teachers 
provide pull out services for 
small group/ individualized 
instruction when necessary 
according to the special 
education minutes stated on 
each student’s 
individualized education 
plan. Teachers use the 
evaluations, reading scores, 
phonics screener, math 
scores, and progression of 
assignments to determine if 
students should be removed 
from class and for how long 
a student should be 
removed from the general 
education classroom. 

Special Education teachers 
provide instruction to 
students with disabilities in a 
self-contained setting who 
require instruction in a more 
restrictive environment.  
This setting focuses on a life 
skills curriculum and 
provides students with the 
instruction they need to be 
as independent as possible 
upon leaving our school and 
transitioning to a high school 
setting. All students who 
participate in the LEAP 
Connect alternate 
assessment, as well as 
students in the self-
contained setting are 
provided with instruction 
through the use of the 
Unique Learning Curriculum 
designed around LEAP 
Connector Standards.  This 
program is a standards-
based set of interactive tools 
specifically designed for 
students with special needs 
to access the general 
curriculum.  

9/T9 – 12 N/A N/A N/A 

Description of extended 
school year services: 

Extended School Year Program (ESYP) is the provision of special education 
and related services to students with disabilities in accordance with an IEP 
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beyond the normal school year of the LEA and at no cost to the parents of 
the student. 
Identification: The ESYP Eligibility Criteria must be used in determining 
eligibility for extended school year services. The IEP team, (teacher, speech-
language pathologist, OT, PT, parent, social worker, etc.), provides 
instruction and collects data on the student’s performance. 
These data are used to determine whether there is a need for the ESYP. 
Students who meet the criteria are screened annually to determine their 
eligibility for ESYP. 
Delivery: As during the regular school year, the ESY IEP team must document 
instructional activities on lesson/activity plans. Ongoing student 
performance assessment is always an integral part of any educational 
program; it should be documented on appropriate data collection forms 
(e.g., grade book, checklist, task analysis form) and progress reports.  

Description of 
specialized program(s): 

Criteria for participation: Fannie C. Williams Charter School meets the 
individualized needs of all students.  At this time we do not offer any 
specialized programs. 
Delivery:  N/A 

Community-based Supports (out-of-school) 

Key Partnerships Partner and services provided: The SUNBEAMS Center, Instruction Partners, 
IXL Reps, Vizzle Reps, and Read Naturally Reps 

Other out-of-school 
instruction and supports 

FCWCS provides Hospital/Homebound services to students who meet the 
eligibility criteria of the Hospital/Homebound program according to 
Louisiana State Guidelines. 




